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Liberal education has been under siege in recent years. Far-right ideologues in journalism and government have pressed for a uniform
curriculum that focuses on the achievements of Western culture. Partisans of the academic left, who hold our culture responsible for the evils of
society, have attempted to redress imbalances by fostering multiculturalism in education. In this eloquent and passionate book a
distinguished scholar criticizes these positions and calls for a return to the tradition of independent thinking that he contends has been
betrayed by both right and left. Under the guise of educational reform, says David Bromwich, these groups are in fact engaging in politics by
other means. Bromwich argues that rivals in the debate over education have one thing in common: they believe in the all-importance of
culture. Each assumes that culture confers identity, decides the terms of every moral choice, and gives a meaning to life. Both sides therefore
see education as a means to indoctrinate students in specific cultural and political dogmas. By contrast, Bromwich contends that genuine
education is concerned less with culture than with critical thinking and independence of mind. This view of education is not a middle way
among the political demands of the moment, says Bromwich. Its earlier advocates include Mill and Wollstonecraft, and its roots can be traced
to such secular moralists as Burke and Hume. Bromwich attacks the anti-democratic and intolerant premises of both right and left - premises
that often appear in the conservative guise of preserving the tradition on the one hand, or the radical guise of opening up the tradition on the
other. He discusses the new academic fundamentalists and the politically correct speech codes they...
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