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Forgotten Books, 2017. Paperback. Condition: New. Language: English . Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****. Excerpt from The First
Sketch of Shakespeare s Merry Wives of Windsor When | first communicated the design which | had of altering this comedy of Shakespear, |
found that I should have two sorts of people to deal with, who would equally endeavour to obstruct my success. The one believed it to be so
admirable, that nothing ought to be added to it; the others fancied it to be so despicable, that any one s time would be lost upon it. That this
comedy was not despi cable. | gosse d for several reasons; First, | knew very well that it had pleas d one of the greatest queens that ever was
in the world, great not only for her wisdom in the arts of government, but for her knowledge of polite learning, and her nice taste of the
drama, forsuch a taste we may be sure she had, by the relish which she had of the ancients. T7iis comedy was written at her command, and by
her direction, and she was so eager to see it acted, that she commanded it to be finished in fourteen days and was afterwards, as tradition
tells us, very well pleas d at the representation. In the second place, in the reign of King Charles the Second, when people had an admirable
taste of comedy, all those men of extraordinary parts, who were the ornaments of that court, as the late Duke of Buckingham, my Lord
Normandy, my Lord Dorset, my late Lord Rochester, Sir Charles Sidley, Dr. Frazer, Mr. Savil, Mr. Buckley, were in love with the beauties of this

comedy. In the third place, | thought that after so long an acquaintance...
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