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Readaclassic.com, United States, 2010. Paperback. Condition: New. Lang uag e: Eng lish . Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****.David
Brainerd (1718-1747) was an American missionary to the Native Americans who had a particularly fruitful ministry among  the Delaware Indians of
New Jersey. During  his short life he was beset by many diEiculties. As a result, his biog raphy has become a source of inspiration and
encourag ement to many Christians, including  missionaries such as William Carey and Jim Elliot, and Brainerd s cousin, the Second Great
Awakening  evang elist James Brainerd Taylor (1801-1829). Much of Brainerd s influence on future g enerations can be attributed to the biog raphy
compiled by Jonathan Edwards and first published in 1749 under the title of An Account of the Life of the Late Reverend Mr. David Brainerd.
Edwards believed that a biog raphy about Brainerd would have g reat value and set aside the anti-Arminian treatise he was writing  (later
published as Freedom of the Will) in order to create one. The result was an edited version of Brainerd s diary, with some passag es
documenting  Brainerd s despair removed. It g ained immediate recog nition, with eig hteenth-century theolog ian John Wesley urg ing : Let every
preacher read carefully over the Life of David Brainerd. The most reprinted of Edwards s books, it has never been out of print and has thus
influenced subsequent g enerations, mainly because of Brainerd s sing le-minded perseverance in his work in the face of sig nificant suEering .
Clyde Kilby summarised Brainerd s influence as being  based on the fact that, in our timidity and our shoddy opportunism we are always stirred
when a man appears on the horizon willing  to stake his all on a conviction . From the eig hteenth century, missionaries also found inspiration
and encourag ement from the biog raphy. Gideon Hawley wrote in the midst of strug g les: I need, g reatly need,...
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