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*****.Interest in examining  the relationship between drug  cartels and terrorist org anizations is increasing , as has been reflected in the recent
cong ressional testimonies by leading  authorities on the subject on July 7, 2011. In particular, the Hezbollah g roup has been alleg ed to be
working  with the Mexican drug  cartels to use existing  drug  pipelines to penetrate the U.S. homeland. In fact, research conducted by the
American Enterprise Institute for Public Policy Research has concluded that at least two parallel terrorist networks are g rowing  in Latin America.
One is operated by Hezbollah, and another is manag ed by Qods operatives. These networks cooperate to carry out various criminal activities,
including  narcotics smug g ling . The study concluded there are more than 80 operatives in at least 12 countries throug hout the reg ion, and the
reg ions of Brazil, Venezuela, and the Southern Cone are of the g reatest concern. Several reports address Hezbollah s financial ties to the
contraband center of the Tri-Border reg ion of Parag uay, Arg entina, and Brazil, and the contributions of the Lebanese diaspora on Isle
Marg arita and other locations. More recently, a new case, called Operation Red Coalition, beg an in May 2011 when an Iranian-American from
Corpus Christi, Texas, approached a U.S. Drug  Enforcement Administration (DEA) inform ant. He was se eking  the help of a Mexican drug  cartel
to assassinate the Saudi ambassador, according  to counter-terrorism o;icials. The Iranian- American thoug ht he was dealing  with a member
of the feared Zetas Mexican drug  org anization, according  to ag ents; instead, the suspect was arrested on October 11, 2011. Terrorist
org anizations are working  with narcotics tra;ickers to increase the mag nitude and extent of terrorist actions. Drug -tra;icking  org anizations
(DTO) in Colombia and Venezuela and the terrorist...
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