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Backbeat UK, United King dom, 2013. Hardback. Book Condition: New. New.. 226 x 152 mm. Lang uag e: Eng lish . Brand New Book. Today,
roug hly 70 percent of all visas for leg al immig ration are reserved for family members of permanent residents or American citizens. Family
reunification policies that seek to preserve family unity during  or following  mig ration is a central pillar of current immig ration law, but it has
existed in some form in American statutes since at least the mid-nineteenth century. In Fictive Kinship, sociolog ist Catherine Lee delves into
the fascinating  history of family reunification to examine how and why our conceptions of family have shaped immig ration, the meaning  of
race, and the way we see ourselves as a country. Drawing  from a rich set of archival sources, Fictive Kinship shows that even the most
draconian anti-immig rant laws, such as the Chinese Exclusion Act of 1882, contained provisions for family unity, albeit for a limited class of
immig rants. Arg uments for uniting  families separated by World War II and the Korean War also shaped immig ration debates and the policies
that led to the landmark 1965 Immig ration Act. Lee arg ues that debating  the contours of family oEers a ready set of symbols and meaning s to
frame national identity and to define who counts as one of us. Talk about family, however, does not inevitably lead to more liberal
immig ration policies. Welfare reform in the 1990s, for example, placed limits on benefits for immig rant families, and recent debates over the
children of undocumented immig rants fanned petitions to rescind birthrig ht citizenship. Fictive Kinship shows that the centrality of family unity
in the immig ration discourse oFen limits the discussion about the g oals, functions and roles of immig ration and prevents a broader definition
of American identity. Too often, studies of immig ration policy focus on individuals or particular ethnic or...
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