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Createspace Independent Publishing  Platform, 2016. Paperback. Condition: New. Lang uag e: Eng lish . Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand
*****.From the beg inning  of the book. Goethe is said to have once exclaimed: Happy is he who from his 1 youth knows what art is. In this
respect, as in so many others, he is himself to be counted as one of the happy. For if the art of which he had knowledg e in his youth was not of
the hig hest deg ree of excellence, it was nevertheless of such character and variety as g reatly to stimulate his interest in every department of
art. At the same time, during  the period of his youth, there was a veritable confusion of tong ues in Germany respecting  the proper standard of
work and achievement in art. And this was, as mig ht be expected, especially true of poetry - the most complex of all the forms of art and, as it
proved, the form in which Goethe was to unfold his finest powers. Safely out of this confusion of tong ues he was to be led by the clear voice of
the g reatest of Eng lish sing ers. Other influences there were indeed, but this was the g reatest of all for him. Under the influence of Shakespeare,
Goethe became perfectly clear that the heart, the very soul of a g reat poem, as of any other work of art, must be a g reat theme; so that the
poem itself is but a living  idea spontaneously unfolded into a rhythmic org anic form. It is in this relation between these two g reat poets that I
find the clue to what I shall have to say to you at the present time recog nized and appreciated at its true worth.
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