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MiG-21, nicknamed Fishbed by NATO, was the primary Soviet jet fighter from 1972 onward, opposing the F-15 Eagle and F-14 Tomcat worldwide
in a variety of conflicts. The MiG-21 firmly holds the title of the worlds most widely built and used jet fighter, with over 10, 000 units rolling off the
lines of three plants in the former Soviet Union. The type was also built under license in India and Czechoslovakia, and without license in China
until the late 2000s. Designed as a Mach-2 light tactical fighter, its original prototype, the Ye-61, was first flown in 1958. The first production
variant of the type, designated the MiG-21F, appeared in 1960 and its improved sub-variant, the MiG-21F-13 (Type 74, NATO reporting name
Fishbed-C), was made available for export by 1961. It was a simplified daytime short-range, clear-weather interceptor and tactical fighter. The
MiG-21F-13 featured a relatively weak armament of just two R-3S air-to-air missiles (AA-2 Atoll, a slightly improved reverse-engineered copy of
the AIM-9B Sidewinder heat-seeking AAM) with an effective range at low altitude of between 0. 27nm0. 5km and 1. Inm2km. According to its
pilots, the MiG-21F-13 was an excellent clear-day interceptor though it had limited combat radius and poor night capability. The light and agile
aircraft was designed from the outset to intercept transonicsupersonic bombers and tactical fighters at all altitudes, up to 66, 000ft. The MiG-
21bis was the last version of the type that took the air for the first time in 1969, with the first production examples rolling off the line in 1972. The

MiG-21bis featured a strengthened fuselage, optimised for low-level air combat and ground attack. It was powered by the upgraded R-25-300
turbojet, rated at 40....
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