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a certain test of the nature of the crystallized body. --The theory of crystallization is still obscure. It may be conceived that the particles of
bodies are of certain reg ular fig ures, and that, in uniting , they may be disposed to approach by certain sides, in preference to others, probably
by those which admit of the most extensive contact. Hence a reg ular structure and fig ure, uniform with reg ard to each substance, will be
produced. ---The numerous diversified fig ures of crystals may be reduced to others more simple; thus the equiluteral, six-sided prisms, and
the double six-sided pyramid of calc-sjwr, or carbonate of lime, may be reduced by successive sections (parallel to natural joints in these
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called the primitive form. The number of orig inal forms thus obtained, according  to M. Hatty, amounts to six; 1. the reg ular tetrahedron; 2. the
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