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Subject: Medical supplies industry -- Corrupt practices -- United States. Excerpt: . .. part of any Medicare package that passes this year. In other
words, it is my intention to make sure that if any Medicare thing passes this year, we are going to work with the administration to get
competitive bidding in there. In closing, again | just want to say that this is really important. First, there are few other Government programs so
important in the daily lives of so many Americans as Medicare. Secondly, it is especially grating on me as a Senator from lowa that while
Medicare is overpaying for these medical supplies, it is underfunding services in my State. lowa is on the bottom, number 50, in terms of
reimbursements. The money we are wasting on medical supplies could be much better spent bringing greater fairness to States like mine, let
alone trying to get a decent prescription drug benefit. That is why we have got to move ahead aggressively on this. We have a great panel of
witnesses today, and | look forward to the important contributions each of them will make to our hearing today. | thought | might, again for
the benefit of some of those who are here, point out some of the items we are talking about. The Inspector General | know will also and so will
the Administrator of CMS. But again, just to set the stage for what we are talking about, first, consider blood glucose test strips. Medicare paid
38.32for 50. The VA pays 19. 50 for 50. So, | had Jim here go down to the drugstore. He actually went to Costco. | am not here...
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