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*****THIS is a sound, useful, instructive, and interesting book, made in a thoroughly workmanlike manner by the practiced hand of a
competent as well as careful scholar. The making of a good book has to be learned by practice of the art, and Professor Paton has practiced
long enough and well enough to know and to do. But even if the work were less well done it would still be worth the reader s while, for its
subject is of unfailing interest to every thoughtful human being. Normally constituted men long for a life after the great dissolution of death,
and seek by religious faith, by psychic research, or even by means either wholly or partly subversive of reason to confirm the deathless hope. A
single death in a family renews the wonder, the questioning or the faith of those who are left behind, and the numerous deaths in any
community through shipwreck or a mine explosion set the whole vicinity again upon the scent for the trail of life after death. A great war which
brings death to youth not seldom sets whole peoples agog with a new desire to know that these who have passed away before their time are
still alive though breath has left the body. In such times there is always a recrudescence of Spiritism, commonly but erroneously called
spiritualism. To tell the story of Spiritism in Antiquity and to explain its meaning and significance is the purpose of this book. it is a most useful
purpose, foritis folly for us now to ignore what our forebears or predecessors have done or what other peoples, however strange, may have
thought. Those...
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