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channel, physical proficiency and its ideal sanctions will develop more or less harmoniously into what is called a school of art. The first felt
utilities by which plastic instinct is sanctioned are of course not distinctly aesthetic, much less distinctly practical; they are mag ical. A stone cut
into some human or animal semblance Mag ic author-fascmates the savag e eye much more ity of man s than would a useful tool or a beautiful
first creations, The man wonders at his own work, and petrifies the miracle of his art into miraculous properties in its product. Primitive art is
incredibly conservative; its first creations, having  once attracted attention, monopolise it henceforth and nothing  else will be trusted to work
the miracle. It is a sig n of stupidity in g eneral to stick to physical objects and g iven forms apart from their ideal functions, as when a child cries
for a broken doll, even if a new and better one is at hand to replace it. Inert associations establish themselves, in such a case, with that part of
a thing  which is irrelevant to its value--its material substance or perhaps its name. Art can make no prog ress in such a situation. A man remains
incorrig ibly unhappy and perplexed, cowed, and helpless, because not intellig ent enoug h to readjust his actions; his idol must be the self-
same hereditary stock, or at least it must have the old sanctified rig idity and stare. Plastic impulse, as...
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