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Random House USA Inc, India, 2005. Paperback. Condition: New. Reprint. Lang uag e: Eng lish . Brand New Book. For fans of Matt de la Pena and
Sandra Cisneros comes a novel about family and identity, where Violet Paz prepares for her quinceanero and learns about her Cuban heritag e.
Violet Paz has just turned fiFeen, a pivotal birthday in the eyes of her Cuban g randmother. FiFeen is the ag e when a g irl enters womanhood,
traditionally celebrating  the occasion with a quinceanero. But while Violet is half Cuban, she s also half Polish, and more importantly, she feels
100 American. Except for her zany family s passion for playing  dominoes, smoking  cig ars, and dancing  to Latin music, Violet knows little about
Cuban culture, nada about quinces, and only tidbits about the history of Cuba. So when Violet beg rudg ing ly accepts Abuela s plans for a
quinceanero-and as she beg ins to ask questions about her Cuban roots-cultures and feeling s collide. The mere mention of Cuba and Fidel
Castro elicits her g randparents sadness and her father s ang er. Only Violet s aunt Luz remains open-minded. With so many diverg ent views, it s
not easy to know what to believe. All Violet knows is that she s g ot to form her own opinions, even if this jolts her family into unwanted
confrontations. AFer all, a quince g irl is supposed to embrace responsibility-and to Violet that includes understanding  the Cuban heritag e that
binds her to a homeland she s never seen. Violet s hilarious cool first-person narrative veers between farce and tenderness, denial and truth. --
Booklist, Starred Review This funny and tender chronicle of Violet s 15th year.[has] heart and humor. -Kirkus Reviews Cuba 15 will make readers
laug h, whether or not their families are as loco as Violet s. --The Horn Book Mag azine Osa s tale about a...
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