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Forgotten Books, 2018. Paperback. Condition: New. Language: English . Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****. Excerpt from Lives of the
Most Eminent Painters, Sculptors and Architects, Vol. 6 of 10 Fra Giocondo, then, who was a fine scholar, a capable architect, and an excellent
master of perspective, spent many years near the person of the Emperor Maximilian, and was master in the Greek and Latin tongues to the
learned Scaliger, who writes that he heard him dispute with pro found leaming on matters of the greatest subtlety before the same Maxi milian.
It is related by persons still living, who remember the facts very clearly, that at the time when Verona was under the power of that Emperor the
bridge which is called the Ponte della Pietra, in that city, was being restored, and it was seen to be necessary to refound the central pier,
which had been destroyed many times in the past, and Fra Giocondo gave the design for refounding it, and also for safeguarding itin such a
manner that it might never be destroyed again. His method of safe guarding it was as follows: he gave orders that the pier should be kept
always bound together with long double piles fixed below the water on every Side, to the end that these might so protect it that the river
should not be able to undermine it; for the place where it is built is in the main current of the river, the bed of which is so soft that no solid
ground can be found on which to lay its foundations. And excellent, in truth, as is evident from the result, was the advice of Fra Giocondo, for
the reason that the pier has stood firm from that time to ourown, as it...
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