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Forg otten Books, United States, 2016. Paperback. Book Condition: New. 229 x 152 mm. Lang uag e: Eng lish . Brand New Book ***** Print on
Demand *****.Excerpt from Harvard Colleg e Library The famous letter or pamphlet contained in this volume represents the working s of an
extraordinary mind at an extraordinary crisis: and can therefore be compared with few thing s that have ever been spoken or written.
Composed in a literary ag e, it scarcely belong s to literature; yet it is one of the g reatest of literary masterpieces. It embodies nothing  of history
save frag ments which have mostly lost their interest, yet no book in the world has more historical sig nificance. It scorns and defies philosophy,
but it discloses a compact and unique system of its own. It tramples on log ic, yet carries home to the most log ical reader a conviction that its
ill-reasoning  is substantially correct. No one would think of ag reeing  with it in the mass, yet there are parts to which every candid mind will
assent. Its many true and wise saying s are mixed up with extravag ant and barefaced sophistry; its arg ument, with every semblance of leg al
exactness, is disturbed by hasty g usts of ang er, and broken by chasms which yawn in the face of the least observant reader. It is an intellectual
puzzle, not too abstruse for solution: and hence few books are better adapted to stimulate the attention and judg ment, and to g enerate the
invaluable habit of mental vig ilance. To discover its defects is easy enoug h. No book in the world yields itself an easier prey to hostile criticism:
there are thousands of school-boys, with liberal notions under their caps, to whom the g reatest intellect of our nation since Milton,
represented by the best known parts of the present work, mig ht well seem little better than a fool. After a...
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