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Duke University Press, United States, 2015. Paperback. Condition: New. Lang uag e: Eng lish . Brand New Book. In Unearthing  Conflict Fabiana Li
analyzes the ag g ressive expansion and modernization of mining  in Peru since the 1990s to tease out the dynamics of mining -based protests.
Issues of water scarcity and pollution, the loss of farmland, and the deg radation of sacred land are especially contentious. She traces the
emerg ence of the conflicts by discussing  the smelter-town of La Oroya-where people have lived with toxic emissions for almost a century-
before focusing  her analysis on the relatively new Yanacocha g old meg a-mine. Debates about what kinds of knowledg e count as leg itimate, Li
arg ues, lie at the core of activist and corporate mining  campaig ns. Li pushes ag ainst the concept of equivalence -or methods with which to
quantify and compare thing s such as pollution-to explain how opposing  g roups interpret environmental reg ulations, assess a project s
potential impacts, and neg otiate monetary compensation for damag es. This politics of equivalence is central to these mining  controversies,
and Li uncovers the mechanisms throug h which competing  parties create knowledg e, assig n value, arrive at contrasting  definitions of
pollution, and construct the Peruvian mountains as spaces under constant neg otiation.
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