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MATHEMATICAL SOCIETY 531 WEST 116iH STREET, NEW YORK CITY 1948 To KIRSTI And each man
hears as the twilig ht nears, to the beat of his dying  hearty The Devil drum on the darkened pane
You did it, but was it Art FOREWORD The analytical theory of semi-g roups is a recent addition to
the ever-g rowing  list of mathematical disciplines. It was my g ood fortune to take an early
interest in this disci pline and to see it reach maturity. It has been a pleasant association I hail a
semi-g roup when I see one and I seem to see them every where Friends have observed,
however, that there are mathematical objects which are not semi-g roups. The present book is
an elaboration of my Colloquium Lectures delivered before the American Mathematical Society
at its Aug ust, 1944 meeting  at Wellesley Colleg e. I wish to thank the Society and its officers for
their invitation to present and publish these lectures....
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