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Catastrophic Residential Fires, 1987-1991 Number of Fires No. of Fatalities Year 37 1987 210 33 183 1988 1989 43 263 145 25 1990 27 160 1991 USFA-
TR-067 December 1992 5 Source: National Fire Protection Association figure 1. trends in Catastrophic Residential fire Incidents and Deaths, 1987-
91 Trends in Catastrophic Residential Fire Incidents and Deaths, 1987-91 Source: National Fire Protection Association Figure 1 These trends
mirror the trends in residential fires as a whole, which are also generally downward over the same period. The significance of the fires which
claim five or more lives is the considerable attention they draw because of the magnitude of the life loss in each fire. Nonetheless, they
continue to represent a relatively small fraction of all U. S. fire deaths, averaging 4. 4 percent of residential fire Page 6 deaths and over the
period 1987 through 1991. RISK FACToRS The Chester fire and the other residential fires with five or more fatalities that were identified by the
USFA in 1992 share many common features. Time of day--All of the fires except two occurred between 10: 00 p. m. and 6: 00 a. m....
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