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The University of Chicag o Press, United States, 2010. Paperback. Condition: New. Lang uag e: Eng lish . Brand New Book. Biodiversity is as close
as your breakfast table. Your cereal and coDee are the products of at least a dozen species of plants and animals. And believe it or not, you are
related to your morning  meal--all life on earth is descended from a common ancestor, g iving  new meaning  to the old saying  You are what
you eat. Making  clear why the future of biodiversity matters, Frag ile Web--which takes its name from the delicate mechanism that holds all life
tog ether--unites a team of international experts to explore the wonder of the natural world. Drawing  on the very latest research, the book
explains what biodiversity is and explores its evolution, from 3.5 billion years ag o to the present day. It discusses the importance of the world s
ecosystems and how directly or indirectly humans are responsible for the fate of nature. Crucially, it also examines what can be done to
protect the natural world and why it matters. Althoug h we cannot undo all that we have done, ig noring  the current crisis facing  biodiversity
could fundamentally chang e the lives of future g enerations. Fully illustrated with color photog raphs, diag rams, and maps, and edited by
celebrated ecolog ist Jonathan Silvertown, this book is a timely snapshot of the state of life on Earth. From the plant and animal products that
make up our breakfast to the ecosystems that help to produce clean water, our very survival depends upon the variety of plant and animal life
on our planet. The year 2010 has been declared by the United Nations the International Year of Biodiversity, and The Frag ile Web will be an
essential g uidebook for our time.
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