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table.MsoNormalTable This unique inquiry into the history and ong oing  moral sig nificance of mass communication also represents a defense,
extension, and overhaul of the idea and social form of the discipline. Org anized around narrative accounts of individuals and their
communicative worlds, Refig uring  Mass Communication illuminates sig nificant but overlooked rhetorical episodes in history to enable
modern-day readers to rehabilitate and reinvig orate their own eng ag ements with mass communication. Coined in the 1920s as a way to
describe radio, motion pictures, wide-circulation mag azines, and the press, the term u0022mass communication u0022 frequently is misused
in the era of cable TV, niche marketing , and the Internet. In Refig uring  Mass Communication, Peter Simonson compares his own vision of mass
communication with distinct views articulated throug hout history by Paul of Tarsus, Walt Whitman, Charles Horton Cooley, David SarnoD, and
Robert K. Merton, utilizing  a collection of texts and tenets from a variety of time periods and perspectives. Drawing  on textual and archival
research as well as access to Merton s personal papers, Simonson broadly reconceives a sense of communication theory and what social
processes mig ht be considered species of mass communication. Simonson reveals the g eog raphical and social contexts from which these
visions have emerg ed and the relig ious and moral horizons ag ainst which they have taken shape. In a unique perspective, he considers the
American county fair as an example of a live g athering  and crucial site that is overlooked in contemporary forms of mass communication,
urg ing  a reconsideration of how individuals participate in and shape similar forms.
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