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historic book may have numerous typos and missing text. Purchasers can usually download a free scanned copy of the original book (without
typos) from the publisher. Not indexed. Not illustrated. 1850 edition. Excerpt: . . . | may, as | hope, stand excused for my prolixity. CHAPTER VI. |
Now resume my narrative, which, as the reader may perhaps remember, has not yet been brought beyond the middle of the year 1845. In the
spring ofthat year I lost a kind patron, by the decease of the late Mr. Thomas Hood, the justly-celebrated author. To this gentleman | had been

known for several years, during which time | had his full permission to wait upon him whenever | wished to do so. It was however but seldom
that | could avail myself of this privilege, for a privilege it certainly was. When | could thus indulge myself, | invariably met with a most courteous
and encouraging reception, both from himself and Mrs. Hood, and | shall not, | hope, ever cease gratefully to remember my honoured and
kind friends. Mr. Hoods conversation was to me highly interesting, and it was my own fault if it were not also very instructive. There was
nothing about it of that light and jocular kind which many might have supposed; on the contrary, it was as grave and eamest as it well could
be, and, moreover, marked by indications of such feelings as were, in my view, highly honourable to him. | fully believe him to have been a
genuine philanthropist; ready at all times, and in all practicable ways, to aim at increasing the comforts and promoting the true interests of
humanity....
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