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individually and collectively, for the honour of having been elected your Chairman for the year just past, - an honour due solely to your
kindness, not to my deserts; and | fear that | have executed the duties of the situation very imperfectly, for | began the fascinating pursuit of
zoological science too late in life to expect to make great proficiency in it. | feel that the Chairman of this Society should combine, like my
immediate predecessor, long experience in the various branches of that interminable science, with extensive reading, deep research, and
great critical acumen. But though | cannot boast such qualifications, | will yield to no man in point of ardent attachment to Zoology, and zeal
for its success. Circumstances compelled me to abandon a darling pursuit, to which | had for many years devoted myself, for another, then
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