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25th, 1866 Mr. President and Gentlemen of the Society: To perpetuate the memory of past deeds and associations, by the renewal of friendship
and the commingling of thought, is both pleasant and useful, tending to promote good fellowship and raise ourselves in the scale of social
communication; whilst we enjoy the beneficial results from an interchange of sentiment, fraught by years of stern experience. The rebellion has
been squelched, treason subjugated, an erring and misguided people have laid down their arms, vanquished sorely in the conflict, and peace
has been proclaimed by the President of the United States. Rapid and varied have been the events which have convulsed the life of the Nation,
and threatened its very existence during the past four years. It will be impossible in the course of this brief address to allude to the causes
which brought about this unhappy state of affairs; alas, they are too deeply engraven upon the hearts of the American People, to require any
explanation or elaboration at the present day. Our province to-night will be to examine what part we have played in the great struggle for
Liberty and human freedom, and, though circumscribed may have been our sphere, to examine well our own immediate history and actions,
and see if we can lay our hands upon our hearts with the conscious and proud satisfaction f knowing that we have done our duty, humble
though may it have been in its peculiar details. The idea of the formation of this Society was a good one, and if properly...
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