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***** Madame Pernelle is visiting her son Orgon s house and uses the opportunity to criticize all the members of the household and to praise a
visitor named Tartuffe because he is a man of holiness and zeal. The other members of the family object, believing that Tartuffe is hypocritical.
Madame Pernelle will not accept such ideas. She admonishes everyone to follow Tartuffe s precepts. After Madame Pemelle leaves, Cleante,
Orgon s brother-in-law, and Dorine, a maid, discuss the situation, and they agree that Tartuffe has deceived Madame Pernelle and Orgon.
Orgon s son, Damis, wonders if his father will still allow his daughter Mariane to marry her true love, Valere. Damis is concermned because he
wants to marry Valere s sister, so he asks Cleante to question Orgon about his promise to allow the marriage to take place. When Orgon
arrives, he seems much more concerned about the welfare of Tartuffe than anything else, including his wife, who has been ill. Cleante tries to
discuss with Orgon the influenceTartuffe has had upon the household, but Orgon is only interested in singing Tartuffe s praises. When Cleante
questions Orgon about what can be done about Tartuffe, he refuses to give an answer. However, when his daughter Mariane arrives, Orgon

tells her he wants to bring Tartuffe into his family by the marriage of Mariane to Tartuffe. Mariane is shocked at the news. Dorine, the maid, later
reprimands Mariane for not having refused with determination to the marriage proposal. Mariane s is in love with Valere, who accuses her of
consenting to the marriage with Tartuffe. Dorine listens to them argue, and then promises to help them prove that Tartuffe is a hypocrite.
Damis,...
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