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Demand *****Excerpt from The Reformation in Mexico Few histories are clothed with more fascinating interest than that of Mexico. Before
America was unveiled to the old world by the voyage of Columbus many of the arts of civilization were known there, and a powerful kingdom
was flourishing in a splendor that could vie with the realms of the Orient. While the aborigines of our own land were savage Nomads, whose
skill only sufficed to construct the wigwam, the canoe, and the weapons of war and chase, there were magnificent cities in this Southemn
region, and great hosts were mustered under the conduct of plumed and armed chieftains. The descriptions given by the Spanish invaders of
the extent, riches, and power of the Mexican empire, the well-organized system of administration, the beauty and grandeur of the capital, a
Western Venice reposing in the bosom of its inland waters, and of the royal state of Montezumas court, sound like the dreams of romance.
Whether the gorgeous semi-civilization of Mexico was self-developed, the growth of the country, the fruit of gradual progress and advance, or
whether imported from the Eastern Continent at a period anterior to historic record, is a question upon which learned and intelligent students
are unable to arrive at a satisfactory conclusion. Strong arguments are urged on each side of the question. But whichever view be taken, there
can be no doubt respecting the intellectual ability and energy of a people who could either achieve such a condition, or maintain it cut off from
all external sources of improvement and refinement. The Aztecs, the race dominant at the era of the Conquest, were a remarkable people. If,
as...
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