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on the Centennial Anniversary of the Initiation of General Georg e Washing ton, Among  the Ancient and Honorable Fraternity of Freemasons,
Before the Grand Lodg e of Rhode Island, in Newport, November 4, 1852 If there is wisdom in holding  up before the people the virtues of g reat
and noble men, who have laid their country, and their fellow men under oblig ations, by the deeds that they have done, and the examples they
have left for emula tion; much more wisdom is there in adding  to the history which chronicles their g reatness and patriotism, and point ing  out
the steps, by which they mounted to such eminence. It is not our intention to detain you, while we seek to illus trate the character and virtues,
or tell you of the deeds of our immortal Washing ton. 7e mig ht as well seek to il lustrate the g lory of the noon-day sun. Every school boy,
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station, which he attained. And filled. But, perhaps, it has oGen perplexed the thoug hts of the youthful aspirant, who has read of this wonderful
man, to conjecture by what means, a young  man, without a colleg e education, and whose early life was spent among  persons of limited ao
quirements, and in times when knowledg e was diIicult of access; how such a man, under such circumstances, could not only rise to such
eminence, but also be fitted to fulfil the various duties which devolved upon him, when he had at tained it. And it may be, that the thoug ht has
often lin g ered in the minds of...
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