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****x* RHEUMATOLOGY IS THE BRANCH OF MEDICINE dealing with musculo skeletal disorders and autoimmune diseases. There are more than

200 of these rheumatic diseases, afflicting millions of Americans of all ages. By far, the most common disease treated by rheumatologists is
arthritis. According to the CDC (Center For Disease Control), arthritis alone affects more than 53 million people, or 23 percent of all adults in the
US! Osteoarthritis is the leading form of arthritis, but there are others, such as rheumatoid arthritis, gout, and lupus. In fact, there are 100
different kinds of arthritis. They all cause pain, aching, stiffness, and swelling in or around the joints. Some can affect multiple organs and
create life threatening conditions. Some may be acute, while others are chronic, meaning they last a lifetime. Rheumatology is also concerned

with autoimmune diseases that afflict roughly 50 million Americans. There are many kinds of autoimmune diseases. Most have unfamiliar
names, but nearly everyone has heard of multiple sclerosis, psoriasis, Crohn s, and fibromyalgia. Symptoms tend to be vague, such as
unrelenting fatigue or unexplained pain in bones, soft tissue, or gastrointestinal tract. Determining a diagnosis can be very difficult. Choosing
the most effective treatment is also challenging. But that is what a rheumatologist s job is all about - diagnosing and treating long-term
diseases that most other doctors cannot recognize. Rheumatology is a sub specialty of either pediatrics or internal medicine, depending on
the age group being treated. Rheumatologists must first become a licensed physician - Medical Doctor (MDs) or Doctor of Osteopathic
Medicine (DO). That takes four years of undergraduate college followed by four years of medical school. Another three years of residency is
required after graduating from...
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