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from the publisher. Not indexed. Not illustrated. 1875. Excerpt: . . . One might have guessed it, even had one lost all count of dates and time;
might have read it in the merry, smiling countenances; the air of pleasurable business worn by nearly all the passers along the crowded
streets; the nods and smiles and kindly greetings exchanged among friends and acquaintances, and coming fresh from hearts warmed by the
influences of the happy time; in the countless number of delightful-looking parcels carried by old and young, --parcels doubtless holding the
most fascinating contents, and whose mysteries were to be unfolded only upon the Christmas tree, or within the Christmas box or basket; in
the shops gay with beautiful gifts, with Christmas greens, bright colors, and beaming faces; in the general holiday air worn by almost every
one and every thing. It was the beautiful close of what had been the very perfection of a winters day; and the cloudless sun had not yet sunk
below the horizon, when two groups of ladies and little girls, coming the one up and the other down a broad street, met, and stopped to
exchange greetings and compare notes. From the one side came Maggie and Bessie Bradford with Belle Powers, these three under the
escort of Mrs. Bradford and her sister, Miss Annie Stanton: from the other came Lily Norris with her mother, A. my Stockton with her elder sister,

Bertha, they having joined company just hefore with Mrs. Norris-and her little daughter; and, again, behind these were...
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