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looking at how his contemporaries saw him. Then he moves on to dissect the sonnets showing the various ways they have been used to
provide a biographical key to their author's life. Wielding Occam's razor, Bate attacks the tendency of the "life and works" approach to over-
interpret the poems to illuminate the dark corners of the life.Bate's willingness to admit that much will never be known is refreshing. His
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