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the lawful captive delivered. My fears were at an end, and with joy and gratitude | approached my kind deliverer to receive the ring, again; but
he refused to return it, and spoke to this effect: If you should be intrusted with this ring again, you would very soon bring yourself into the
same distress; you are not able to keep it; but I will preserve it for you, and, whenever it is needful, will produce it in your behalf jpon this |
awoke in a state of mind not easy to be described: | could hardly eat, or sleep, or transact my necessary business, for two or three days. But
the impression soon wore off, and in a little time 1 totally forgot it; and 1 think it hardly occurred to my mind again till several years afterward.
It will appear, in the course of these papers, that a time came when | found myself in circumstances very nearly resembling those suggested by
this extraordinary dream, when | stood helpless and hopeless upon the brink of an awful eternity; and | doubt not that, had the eyes ol my
mind been then opened, | should have seen my grand enemy, who had seduced me wilfully to renounce and cast away my religious
profession, and to involve myselfin the most complicated crimes, pleased with my agonies, and waiting for a permission to seize and...
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