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current federal employees who responded to the WTC attack in an official capacity. In February 2006, ASPR and NIOSH reached an agreement
to have former federal employees screened by the NY NJ WTC Consortium. a In December 2006 the Office of Public Health and Emergency
Preparedness became ASPR. We refer to that office as ASPR throughout this figure, regardless of the time period being discussed. b In
providing referrals for specialty diagnostic services, FOH schedules and pays for the diagnostic services. c After HHS placed the program on
hold, FOH completed examinations that had already been scheduled. Second, the programs provision of specialty diagnostic services has
also been intermittent. After initial screening examinations, responders often need further diagnostic services by ear, nose, and throat
doctors; cardiologists; and pulmonologists; and FOH had been referring responders to these specialists and paying for the services. However,
the program stopped scheduling and paying for these specialty diagnostic services in April 2006 because the programs contract with a new
provider network 34 did not cover these services. In March 2007, FOH modified its contract with the provider network and resumed scheduling
and paying for specialty diagnostic services for federal responders. In July 2007 we reported that NIOSH was considering expanding the WTC
Federal Responder Screening Program to include monitoring examinations - follow-up physical and mental health examinations - and was
assessing options for funding and delivering these services. If federal responders do not receive this type of monitoring, health conditions
that arise later may not be diagnosed and treated, and knowledge of the health effects of the...
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