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Caesarean section is not an operation of recent date; its performance is recorded before obstetric medicine and surg ery were scientifically
accepted (vide Edinburg h Medical and Surg ical Journal, vol. xxv), and has since been g enerally recog nised in most of the modern systems of
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these empires have these repug nant and unprofessional feeling s existed to a g reater extent than in Manchester. The important but rancorous
controversy which took place here between Dr. Hull and Mr. Simmons broug ht the g reater part of the medical profession to entertain more
clear and definite opinions. The writing s of Dr. Hull, apart from their controversial character, contain most valuable and practical observations.
When I received the honour of appointment to deliver the first obstetric address before the Provincial (now named British) Medical Association,
at the next meeting  which was to take place at Manchester, I selected a practical and at that time a debatable subject; and, even at the present
time, the opinions of medical men are unsettled and discordant upon it. My opinions upon some parts of the subject, no doubt, diJered from
the g reat majority of those who honoured me by patiently listening ...
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