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WW Norton Co, United States, 2016. Hardback. Condition: New. Lang uag e: Eng lish . Brand New Book. To public radio host and reporter Brady
Carlson, the weig hty responsibilities of being  president never end. As Carlson sees it, the dead presidents (and the ways we remember them)
tell us a g reat deal about ourselves, our history, and how we imag ine our past and future. For American presidents, there is life a?er death-it s
just a little weird. In Dead Presidents, Carlson takes readers on an epic trip to presidential g ravesites, monuments, and memorials from sea to
shining  sea. With an eng ag ing  mix of history and contemporary reporting , Carlson recounts the surprising  orig in stories of the Washing ton
Monument, Mount Rushmore, Grant s Tomb, and JFK s Eternal Flame. He explores whether William Henry Harrison really died of a cold, how
the assassin s bullet may not have been what killed James A. Garfield, and why Zachary Taylor s remains were exhumed 140 years a?er he
died. And he explains the strang e a?erlives of the presidents, including  why Hooverball is still played in Iowa, why Millard Fillmore s final
resting  place is next to that of funk leg end Rick James, why Who s buried in Grant s Tomb? became a running  g ag  for Groucho Marx, why Ohio
and Alaska foug ht for so long  over the name of Mt. McKinley (now known as Denali), and why we exalt dead presidents not just with public
statues and iconic painting s but with kitschy wax dummies, Halloween costumes, and bobblehead dolls. With an infectious passion for history
and an eye for neg lected places and oJbeat characters reminiscent of Tony Horwitz and Sarah Vowell, Carlson shows that the ways we
memorialize our presidents reveal as much about us as it does about the men themselves.
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