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stimulate hig her levels of private investment. Intellectual property rig hts held by public org anizations and researchers are now increasing ly
transferred to private org anizations to accelerate the di@usion and enhance the value of knowledg e produced by public ag encies and
universities. Additionally, new institutions such as university offices of technolog y transfer, venture capital markets, and a variety of consortia in
knowledg e-intensive industries are being  established throug hout the United States and in other parts of the world. These chang es have led to
a repositioning  of the state in systems of innovation and an increase in the proprietary character of technical information. The purpose of this
book is to review and analyze i) contemporary transitions in ag ricultural knowledg e g eneration and extension arrang ements from an empirical
perspective, and ii) emerg ing  and contradictory perspectives as to how knowledg e systems can be assessed e@ectively. The authors aim to
provide the reader with a better understanding  of the implications of new biotechnolog ies and new intellectual property rig hts reg imes on
public-private relations in science, the extent to which benefits from scientific knowledg e are being  appropriated by private sector actors, the
diversity and possible outcomes of privatization initiatives in extension, and prospects for public g oods production and ecolog ical
sustainability g iven contemporary trends. The book presents contrasting  views on the deg ree of complementarity and substitution between
private and public sector investments in research and extension. Recog nizing  that the labels `public&apos; and `private&apos; are
incomplete and at times misleading  descriptions of the structure and function of coordinating  bodies in social...
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