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databases and multimedia networks and communications, to merging multimedia applications. Only a few years ago multimedia seemed like
a brand new research field and an emerging new industry. Today, at the edge of the 21st century, multimedia research is coming of age, and
the multimedia industry has significantly grown with the total market estimated to be about $50 billion. Several years ago it was felt that the
digital media revolution had just started; however, the seeds had been sown long before. Fundamental technologies, such as interactive
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