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Excerpt: .of any value descriptive of the peculiar associations connected with its scenery. Among
some ofthe Indian tribes a vein of original poetry has, in deed, been discovered; but the riches
of the mine are. unexplored, and the charge of sterility of fancy, which is made by the Europeans
against thecitizens of the United States, still remains unrefuted. Since the period, however, to
[ which these memoirs chiefly refer, events of great importance have occurred, and the
L | recollections connected with them, no doubt, tend to imbue the American climate with the
elements of poetical thought; but they are oftoo recent occurrence for the purposes either of
the epic or the tragic muse. The facts of history in America are still seen too much in detail for
the imagination to combine them with her own creation. The fields of battle are almost too fresh
for...
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