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Forg otten Books, 2018. Paperback. Condition: New. Lang uag e: Eng lish . Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****. Excerpt from Etudes in
Modern French Art Go see the drawing s by Raphael in the Louvre; see how he attaches his fig ure tog ether at the knees and shoulders and
hips; how careful he is to insist on this continuity of the form; how every bone hang s by a string  to some other bone; and how careful he is to
express this drag g ing  and weig ht of the form. I have never seen a drawing  by Gerome which did not insist on the same quality of nature. He
may violently bend the joint of a fig ure, but what he insists on is the ?ow of it, not the break of it. This continuity is one of the g reat traits of a
fig ure by Gerome; another is, that when the conditions of the picture do not g ive a chance to tell all the facts about a fig ure, and when some
have to be expressed and others omitted, he expresses the facts of the mechanism of the human frame, so that the fig ure, however slig ht, is a
viable machine. He has sometimes shown a peculiar reticence in stating  the facts about a fig ure, reducing  it to its necessary parts; these
slig hted or subordinate fig ures remind me strang ely of Eg yptian imag es, and have something  of the same dig nity; an Eg yptian fig ure always
seems to say that the artist was capable of expressing  more if he chose, but preferred to hold his tong ue; the facts of anatomy seem to be all
there, only enclosed in a sort of envelope; and the fig ure is sure to be not a bundle of limbs, but an unity, depending  upon itself from head to
foot. This summary treatment, perhaps inspired by his love...
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