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Back Bay. 1 Paperback(s), 2013. so?. Book Condition: New. (Winner of a 2014 Nautilus Silver Award) The author of the hug ely popular science
book Cold here o@ers a heated companion volume. Bill Streever tours the blistering ly hot reg ions of science, history, and culture to find out
what heat really means. With him, we firewalk across hot coals and sweat it out in Death Valley, experience intense fever and fire, learn about
the invention of matches and the chemistry of cooking . Streever also takes us to such extreme heat events produced by thermonuclear
weapons and the hottest moment of all time, the Big  Bang ."Streever is able to mix the pop science, personal experiences, and historic asides
into a fun and informative commentary on a subject that few people think about despite its inherent life and death implications."Publishers
Weekly (starred review)"Science and nature writer Streever . beg ins with vivid recollections of his experience in Death Valley, a desert too hot
for cactus, with measured temperatures of 148 deg rees and g ruesome consequences for wanderers. Streever g oes on to chronicle visits to
other hot spots, including  Santa Barbara, California, in the wake of a devastating , unmanag ed fire; a volcanic slope in Hawaii; coal mines in
the Netherlands; a thermonuclear processing  plant in South America; and fire-walking  schools. Streever intersperses his personal adventures
with fascinating  science, culture, and history, from the invention of matches to the atomic bombing  of Hiroshima to discussions of the relative
merits of coal, oil, and thermonuclear heat and environmental issues. A detailed notes section is as fascinating  as the text."Booklist 365.
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