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A n ti p sych i atry: Quackery Squared     

By Thomas Szasz

Syracuse University Press. Hardback. Book Condition: new. BRAND NEW, Antipsychiatry:
Quackery Squared, Thomas Szasz, More than fifty years ag o, Thomas Szasz showed that the
concept of mental illness - a disease of the mind - is an oxymoron, a metaphor, a myth.
Disease, in the medical sense, affects only the body. He also demonstrated that civil
commitment and the insanity defense, the paradig matic practices of psychiatry, are
incompatible with the political values of personal responsibility and individual liberty. The
psychiatric establishment's rejection of Szasz's critique posed no dang er to his work: its
defense of coercions and excuses as "therapy" supported his arg ument reg arding  the
metaphorical nature of mental illness and the transparent immorality of brutal psychiatric
control masquerading  as humane medical care. In the late 1960s, the launching  of the so-called
antipsychiatry movement vitiated Szasz's effort to present a precisely formulated conceptual
and political critique of the medical identity of psychiatry and of psychiatric coercions and
excuses. Led by the Scottish psychiatrist R. D. Laing , the antipsychiatrists used the term to
attract attention to themselves and deflect attention from what they did, which included
coercions and excuses based on psychiatric principles and power. For this reason, Szasz
rejected, and continues...
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R e vie ws  

This pdf can be worthy of a read throug h, and superior to other. It g enerally does not expense excessive. Its been printed in an exceptionally simple
way and it is just soon after i finished reading  this ebook in which in fact modified me, chang e the way i really believe.
-- Mr. Aug us t He rm is to n P hD          

Extensive manual! Its this sort of very g ood study. It is rally fascinating  throg h reading  time period. I am just pleased to explain how this is actually the
finest publication we have g o throug h during  my personal life and can be he g reatest ebook for actually.
-- He nri R uno lfs d o ttir       
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