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Carolina Literary Hall of Fame: 1997 Induction Ceremony, May 17, 1997 In 1904, James Boyd, a steel and railroad mag nate, purchased 1200
acres in Southern Pines and built a home. He christened this new estate Weymouth, aGer a town he had visited in Eng land. Set amidst a
mag nificent stand Of virg in long -leaf pines, it served as a country manor where his g randson and namesake, James, OGen came as a boy to
repair frail health and explore the imposing  pine forest and surrounding  countryside. Later young  James went to Princeton and earned a
master s deg ree at Cambridg e. AGer serving  as an ambulance driver during  World War I, an experience which leG his heath even more frag ile,
he returned to Weymouth for recovery. In 1919, he and his new wife, the former Katharine Lamont, spent their honeymoon in the house, which
by now James co-owned with his brother, Jackson. The following  year, he and Katharine moved to Weymouth and beg an redesig ning  it. They
moved part of the orig inal house across Connecticut Avenue to become part Of Jackson s new home, now known as the Campbell House. TO
the remaining  structure, they added a second story and two wing s, enlarg ing  the Georg ian-style house to square feet. James Boyd, now 32
years old, leG the manag ement of the family business to his brother while he pursued the dream which had beg un when he was editor Of his
hig h school newspaper: to become a writer. Boyd s biog rapher, David Whisnant, observes that Boyd chose to live in Southern Pines because
this site seemed to OJer the best conditions for beg inning  [a literary career] - a reasonable physical comfort, freedom from distractions, and a
mild...
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