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(First Trade Paper ed), Andrew Wheatcro?, In 1683, an Ottoman army that stretched from horizon to horizon set out to seize the "Golden
Apple," as Turks referred to Vienna. The ensuing  sieg e pitted battle-hardened Janissaries wielding  seventeenth-century g renades ag ainst
Habsburg  armies, widely feared for their savag ery. The walls of Vienna bristled with g uns as the besieg ing  Ottoman host launched bombs,
fired cannons, and showered the populace with arrows during  the battle for Christianity's bulwark. Each side was sustained by the hatred of its
ag e-old enemy, certain that victory would be won by the g race of God. The Great Sieg e of Vienna is the centerpiece for historian Andrew
Wheatcro?'s richly drawn portrait of the centuries-long  rivalry between the Ottoman and Habsburg  empires for control of the European
continent. A g ripping  work by a master historian, The Enemy at the Gate offers a timely examination of an epic clash of civilizations.
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