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Forg otten Books, United States, 2017. Paperback. Condition: New. Lang uag e: Eng lish . Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****. Excerpt
from Abraham Lincoln, Kentucky Mountaineer: An Address Delivered Before the Faculty and Students of Berea Colleg e, Berea, Kentucky,
Thursday, March 8, 1923 Lives of g reat men encourag e and assist us in propor tion as we realize that these men have interests in common with
ourselves. There could be little profit for us in the study of the biog raphy of a person wholly beyond the sphere of our personal interest. But,
even thoug h a character in history is known to have lived in a land remote, and in a period far distant from our own, we are profited in learning
about him if we can discover that his ideals, strug g les, hopes and attain ments had in them qualities and conditions akin to our own. We study
a noble character, and it mirrors for us qualities of nobility in ourselves, qualities which we may hardly have known that we possessed. We read
the life story of a hero, a patriot, a man truly g reat, and we say to ourselves that under like conditions we ourselves mig ht have displayed
qualities of heroism not wholly unlike those which he man ifested. Althoug h we recog nize the deg ree of his g reatness as being  far above that
which we at present can hope to at tain, we are comforted and helped if we find his nobility to be the same in kind as our own best aspiration.
Hig h as he may tower above us, we still are at liberty to feel that the essen tial characteristics of his endeavor and success are akin to those
which we ourselves possess. Even his faults and fail ures may help us, by g iving  us a larg er sense of companion ship...
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