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brave and beloved American icon Rosa Parks, an African American seamstress in 1955 Alabama, had no idea she was changing history when,
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boldly defied Jim Crow laws, catalyzed the historic 381-day Montgomery bus boycott and stirred the nation's conscience. Now she is
immortalized for the defiance that sent her to jail and triggered a bus boycott that catapulted Martin Luther King, Jr, into the national spotlight
. Who was she, before and after her historical act, and how did it sound the death knell for Jim Crow ? . A more complex personality than is
suggested by her shy, soft-spoken public persona, Brinkley reveals. Despite a humble, fatherless childhood in rural Alabama, she quickly
distinguished herself as a tireless worker with the local NAACP, devoting her energies to area youth groups, recording the problems of victims
of hate crimes and participating in the organization's major state conferences . Historian Brinkley, whose "vigorous language" and "marvelous
portraits" ( Stephen Ambrose ) have made him an acclaimed author, brings mid 20th century America alive in this brilliant examination of a
celebrated heroine in the context of...
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