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condottiere, Hawkwood, and who were indefatigably active in forming alliances against him, frustrated his designs. When (May Il, 1395) Gian
Galeazzo bought the title of duke from King Wenceslaus for 100,000 gold florins, he regarded the title as the next step to the sovereignty of
Italy.1 Wenceslaus, however, was deposed by the Rhenish Wenceselectors with the co-operation of the Pope on August deposed, 20, 1400,
mainly on the ground of his incapacity and Aus-2 barbarism, and because he had done nothing to appease the schism; finally, because he had
reduced the empire by the cession of Milan.2 Amid furious party struggles, Rupert, the chivalrous Count 1 The diploma in Leibnitz, Cod. Juris
Gent., i. 257. s See the decree of deposition, Urstisius, p. 180. King Palatine, was elected King of the Romans on vi?6? August 21, and was
crowned at Cologne on January 6, 1401. Thus was reflected in the empire the schism in the Church.1 The Florentines at once urgently invited
the new King to Italy, to check the arrogance of the Visconti.5 For Gian Galeazzo had already become master of Pisa and Siena, had acquired
the signory of Perugia in January 1400, had overpowered Assisi, Spoleto, and other cities, and had also threatened to subdue Lucca and the
whole of Tuscany.3 Boniface joined his entreaties to those of Florence, to induce Rupert to undertake the journey. He came to Trent in October
1401; he...
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