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Tuttle Publishing , United States, 2004. Paperback. Condition: New. Lang uag e: Eng lish . Brand New Book. An epic sag a of samurai warfare in
medieval Japan This celebrated literary classic has delig hted g enerations of Japanese. In its pag es, you will find a vivid contemporary
description of the fourteenth-century intrig ues and battles that led to the destruction of the Hojo family, the military overlords of the nation,
and made it possible for the Emperor Go-Daig o (1288-1339), one of Japan s most remarkable sovereig ns, to reassert the power of the throne.
Go-Daig o s first hesitant attempts to overthrow the Hojo, the early defeats suDered by his supporters, his dethronement and exile, the
leg endary exploits of his g enerals, the g rowing  streng th of his arms, and his ultimate return to the throne are all recounted in eng rossing
detail. The anonymous authors of The Taiheiki diversify their narrative throug h the skillful use of the rich treasure house of the Chinese dynastic
histories, the verse of the Six Dynasties and T ang , and the Confucian teaching s underlying  the strict warrior code of loyalty and filial piety.
They write with a deep sense of the inevitability of karma-determined fate and the impermanence of man and his works-but the spirit of the ag e
is reflected in their praise of valor and military prowess, their taste for descriptions of the trapping s of war, and their frequent irreverent asides.
Considered a part of the g unki monog atari, or war tales canon in Japan, The Taiheiki celebrates martial adventure and can be seen as a prose
counterpart to the Homeric epics of the Iliad and the Odyssey.
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