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LAWS RELAT ING T O PUBLIC  LANDS IN T HE PHILIPPINE ISLANDS (C LASSIC  REPRINT )      

Forg otten Books, United States, 2015. Paperback. Book Condition: New. 229 x 152 mm. Lang uag e: Eng lish . Brand New Book ***** Print on
Demand *****.Excerpt from Laws Relating  to Public Lands in the Philippine Islands The first Philippine Commission, usually known as the
Schurman Commission, in its report states (Part IV, p. 91): It has been impossible to obtain accurate data or information with reference to the
public lands and other public property belong ing  to the Spanish Government as sovereig n in the Archipelag o. From g eneral information
g athered from various sources, particularly from natives acquainted with the provinces, the opinion has been formed that the public domain in
the Archipelag o is very larg e. Some place it as hig h as one-half of the area of the Archipelag o. For the most part these lands are in the more
remote and inaccessible portions of the islands, being  the mountains, the uplands and other lands more or less remote from means of
communication. It is said, for instance, that of the province of La Union, which, with respect to mountains, uplands and remote lands, may be
taken as an averag e mountain province, one-half is public domain. These lands are wild and wooded, in many cases with valuable g rowing
timber standing  upon them. The mines of coal, iron, copper, g old and other mineral deposits, which by many are believed to abound in the
islands, are in a larg e measure, it is said, to be found upon this public domain. So far as has been learned, the surveys of this land have been
meag er and very incomplete. When proper means of communication have been developed and proper measures adopted for taking
advantag e of the benefits of these lands they will doubtless form a larg e reserve source for the benefit of the g overnment of the islands. The
first report...
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