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The University of Chicag o Press, United States, 2013. Hardback. Condition: New. Lang uag e: Eng lish . Brand New Book. In the late nineteenth
century, scientists, psychiatrists, and medical practitioners beg an employing  a new experimental technique for the study of neuroses:
hypnotism. Thoug h their eDorts to transform hypnosis into a laboratory science failed, soon thereaEer Sig mund Freud took up the heritag e of
hypnotism when establishing  psychoanalysis. In Sites of the Unconscious, Andreas Mayer examines the relationship between hypnosis and
psychoanalysis, showing  how the theories and experimental techniques of hypnosis paved the way for the familiar psychoanalytic setting
established by Freud. Mayer analyzes Jean-Martin Charcot s research prog ram in Paris and the so-called Nancy school led by Hippolyte
Bernheim, stressing  their diverg ent views on the relation between clinical practice and knowledg e and their diDerent ways of deploying
hypnosis. Mayer then reconstructs the reception of French hypnotism in German-speaking  countries, arg uing  that Freud s abandonment of
hypnosis and subsequent development of the psychoanalytic setting  was less a flash of sing ular g enius than a fitting  response to the issues
raised by the French controversies. In addition, Mayer addresses the distinctive features of Freud s psychoanalytic setting , revealing  how Freud
s couch emerg ed out of the clinical laboratories and private consulting  rooms of the practitioners of hypnosis.
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