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Mountaineers Books, United States, 2006. Hardback. Condition: New. Language: English . Brand New Book. In the middle of the night | crawled
out of my tent into a silvery vastness truly unchanged since Genghis Khan and his hordes loped west more than half a millennium ago. There
was no glow of city lights on the horizon, no ranger station at the edge of the next valley, no quaint general store, no paved road. There was
nothing but space, unbounded and untamed. A brilliant moon lit the blackness crystal clear. Moonshadows of every blade of grass danced
silently in the wildness. It was the emptiest, quietest place | had ever been. | threw my arms out wide and spun slowly around and around in
the dazzling clarity of the night, the stars blurring into ribbons of light above me. Mongolia. It was Erika Warmbrunn s dream. To escape deep
into parts of Asia inaccessible to tours and guidebooks, to abandon herself to the risks of the unknown. And so, with only a bicycle named
Greene for a traveling companion, she set off on an eight month, 8,000 kilometer trek that stretched across the steppes of this ancient land, on
through China, and down the length of Vietnam. Freed by Greene s two wheels from the tyranny of discrete points on a map, she found that
the true merit of travel was not in the simple seeing, but in flowing with the unexpected adventure or invitation, in savoring the moments in
between -- the daily challenges of new words and customs, the tiny triumphs of learning a new way of life, the daunting thrill of never knowing
what the next day would bring. Wanting to ride a Mongolian horse and finding herselfin the saddle for four hours, herding fifty head of...
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