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*****. [.]widely diDerent races has been g oing  on, and forms, indeed, a history by itself. The forerunner and prophet of subsequent Christian
literature is the Hebrew. It is not, however, the first complete written literature, as it was supposed to be until a few years ag o. The oldest
Semitic texts reach back to the time of Anemurabi, who was contemporaneous with Abraham, five hundred years before Moses. These Semites
possessed a literature and script which they larg ely borrowed from the older non-Semitic races in the localities where the posterity of Thare
and Abraham settled. Recent researches in Assyria, Eg ypt and Babylonia has broug ht this older literature and civilization to lig ht; a literature
from which the Hebrews themselves larg ely drew. Three thousand years before Abraham emig rated from Chaldea there were sacred poems in
the East not unlike the psalms of David, as well as heroic poetry describing  the creation, and written in nearly the same order as the
Pentateuch of Moses. The story of the Delug e, and other incidents recorded in the Old Testament, tog ether with numerous leg ends, were
known and treasured by the Ancients as sacred traditions from the earliest ag es of the world. We learn from St. Paul that Moses was skilled in
all the knowledg e of the Eg yptians. He must therefore have been familiar not only with the ancient poems and sacred writing s, but also with
the scientific, historical, leg al and didactic literature of the times, from which, no doubt, he borrowed all that was best in the Mosaic Code that
he drew up for the Chosen People of God. This old literature Moses confirmed and purified, even as[.].
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