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Houg hton Mi=lin. 1 Paperback(s), 2008. soA. Book Condition: New. Of course, naturalist Nicholas Drayson's charming  tale of love and
ornitholog y in Nairobi, Kenya, was bound to be compared to the No. 1 Ladies' Detective Ag ency series; fortunately, Draysonalso the author of
Confessing  a Murdermore than rises to the challeng e, and also makes it a more g ripping  read. We meet Mr. Malik, a shy widower who takes
the weekly bird walks of the East African Ornitholog ical Society because they are led by one Rose Mbikwa, a Scottish widow with whom he is
secretly infatuated. Just as Mr. Malik is g etting  up the nerve to invite her to the Nairobi Hunt Club Ball, his old school nemesis, the dashing
Harry Khan, shows up and also sets his sig hts on Rose. Their rivalry takes them on a quest into the jung le: whoever can identify the most of
Kenya's thousand bird species in one week wins the rig ht to escort Rose to the ball."While Harry heads o= on expensive safaris, Mr. Malik is
beset by a plag ue of problems, including  the theA of his car and bird-watching  notebook, and an ambush by reneg ade Somalis. The
competition takes on a surprising  pag e-turning  urg ency, thanks larg ely to Mr. Malik's delig htful nature and his unexpected secrets. With
captivating  character sketches and g limpses into Kenyan life and politics, Drayson meets the inevitable comparisons to Alexander McCall
Smith without breaking  a sweat."Publishers Weekly 202.
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