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is not given to theorizing about his work, but he soon learns to accept unquestioningly the fact that certain things have to be done and that
the best way is for him to getright atit and get them done as soon as possible. Therefore, when the idea came to me that the thing for me to
do was to make better and simpler furniture, | naturally went at it in the most direct way. Having been for many years a furniture manufacturer, |
was of course familiar with all the traditional styles, and in trying to make the kind of fur niture which | thought was needed in our homes, | had
no idea of attempting to create a new style, but merely tried to make furniture which would be simple, durable, comfortable and fitted for the
place it was to occupy and the work it had to do. It seemed to me that the only way to do this was to cut loose from all tradition and to do
away with all needless ornamentation, re turning to plain principles of construction and applying them to the making of simple, strong,
comfortable fumniture, and | firmly believe that Craftsman furniture is the concrete expression of this idea. Because of the sturdiness and beauty
of our American white oak, I...
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